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FAQs: East Cat Canyon Oil Field Project 
Transportation Plan  

Aera Energy is redeveloping the East Cat Canyon oil field which is located in a rural area  
southeast of Santa Maria near other oil fields and ranchlands. Our goal is to produce the energy  

California needs while protecting human health and the environment. 
 

What is the plan? 
Oil produced from the site will be transported by 
about 100 trucks per day to our facilities in the San 
Joaquin valley. The proposed route includes using 
local roads to Hwy. 101, then driving north to Hwy. 
46 East, and ending the journey on Hwy. 33. 

 
Have the impacts been analyzed? 
The impacts are being assessed by The Santa 
Barbara County Planning Department and will be 
available for public review and comment as part of 
the County’s Draft Environmental Impact Report in 
spring of 2018. 

 
Road and environmental safety 
The county required completion of a Transportation 
Qualitative Risk Assessment (TQRA) which 
analyzed the number of truck trips, the potential 
routes, and the potential risks to people and the 
environment. Using a county-approved 
methodology, the TQRA found that these risks 
were not significant. The TQRA also will be 
available for public review and comment.  
 
To double-check these results, Aera retained a 
team of traffic safety experts with more than 60 
years of combined experience with the 
California Highway Patrol (CHP) regulating 
commercial trucks. These experts reviewed and 
validated the TQRA findings.   

 
Traffic 
Based on detailed traffic studies, the project will 
not cause any reduction in level of service for any 
roadway or intersection on the transportation 
route.  The retired California Highway Patrol safety 
experts also validated this conclusion. 
 

Clean trucks 
Aera will be using 
trucks powered by 
compressed natural 
gas (CNG) engines 
which produce 
nearly 80% less 
smog-forming 
nitrogen oxide 
emissions than 
heavy-duty diesel 
trucks. According to 
the Santa Barbara 
County Air Pollution 
Control District,  
using CNG engines also will reduce health risks 
from toxic emissions. In addition, Aera is exploring 
fueling these trucks with Renewable Natural Gas 
which would reduce emissions even further. 
Neither are feasible for this project. There is no rail 
spur serving Cat Canyon or nearby that would be 
feasible. 

Why not rail or pipelines? 
Pipelines are not a viable option because they 
cannot accommodate the heavy oil from our field 
unless it is blended with light crude, which must be 
transported by truck to the site with a similar 
number of trucks as our current plan. That means 
a pipeline doesn’t help much to reduce the number 
of truck trips.   
 
The Plains All American Pipeline has been shut 
down due to a major spill, and it is uncertain that it 
will receive permits to re-open.  Other pipeline 
alternatives also would not meaningfully reduce 
the trucks needed and are uncertain to have the 
capacity to accommodate our project’s crude 
supplies. Finally, pipeline construction and 
operations would create environmental risks to 
biological resources including wildlife habitat for 
protected species. 
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