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Aera Energy’s East Cat
Canyon project will be a huge
opportunity for working people
and small businesses in Santa
Barbara. A study by UCSB
found it will add more than
$1 billion in economic activity
for our County. That’s a lot of
jobs for families here, and a
lot of new business for local
companies.
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East Cat Canyon Oil Field Project
Aera Energy’s

Jobs for Santa Barbara

Good Work!
Need a cup of coffee and a good homecooked meal? How about a printing service to
produce your company brochures or business
cards? And what about folks who’ll take your used
clothing and small appliances for their thrift store,
and do grounds maintenance at your home or office?
The remarkable organization that does all this and more,
while creating jobs, is VTC Enterprises. VTC provides jobs to
approximately 315 individuals, including highly capable workers

Alberto Ugaldo at Landmark Barbers

“Small businesses like mine will really
be helped by the more than $1 billion in
economic activity generated by Aera’s
East Cat Canyon project.”
That’s according to Alberto Ugalde, who owns Landmark
Barbers in Santa Maria. His small business will be of one of
many throughout Santa Barbara County who will benefit from
this project.
East Cat Canyon’s estimated economic benefits were analyzed
in a report by the UC Santa Barbara Economic Forecast Project,
which found that Aera’s project would, over its lifetime:
• Create more than $1.3 billion in total economic activity
• Create construction, drilling and operating jobs
• Generate $133 million in state and federal taxes
• Provide $130 million in local tax revenues
In addition to helping small businesses, Aera’s East Cat
Canyon project will create well-paying jobs for working men
and women in Santa Barbara County.
That’s one of the key reasons that it gained the support of
Local Union 114 of the Association of Plumbers & Pipefitters.
“We are proud to be associated with a project that will
generate locally produced energy, at a facility built by local
labor, that will create local jobs going forward,” said Michael
Lopez, Local 114’s Business Manager. “We enthusiastically
look forward to Aera’s arrival in North Santa Barbara County.”
In addition, Lopez has been impressed with Aera’s commitment
to safety. “The working women and men of Local 114 take great
pride in the integrity of their work and appreciate employers
that do the same. Aera Energy is just that type of employer. In
planning for the re-development of its East Cat Canyon oil field,
Aera has demonstrated a strong commitment to excellence,
which includes the safety of workers on its projects,” he said.
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with disabilities, through its small business enterprises. These
include Spiffy Lawn Service, The ‘A’ Street Café and Innovative
Printing Solutions in Santa Maria, Hidden Treasures Thrift Store
in Lompoc, and at job sites throughout the community.
“VTC Enterprises is an innovator when it comes to delivering
jobs and services to people with developmental disabilities,” said
Rick Rust, Aera Energy’s Santa Barbara representative. “And
it’s a remarkable organization too, successfully running several
diverse companies simultaneously.”
VTC Enterprises was founded in 1961 by a group of
Santa Maria Valley parents seeking life skill services for their
adult children
with significant
developmental
disabilities. Nearly
60 years later, VTC
provides important
services to people
with disabilities
throughout northern
Santa Barbara and
southern San Luis
Obispo counties.
“We appreciate
the support that Aera
Energy has provided
to our organization,”
said CEO Jason
Telander. “Partnering
with Aera has been

Thumbs up to the ‘A’ Street Cafe
in Santa Maria

a pleasure and we
welcome them to our community.”
Rick Rust of Aera particularly enjoys stopping by The ‘A’ Street
Café, VTC’s restaurant in Santa Maria, for a cup of coffee in the
morning or a cheeseburger at lunch. “I love this place,” he said
between bites. “VTC is doing important work in the community
and Aera is proud to support that work.”

We welcome your questions about our company and the project.

AeraEastCatCanyon.com
805-361-8800 • AeraEastCanyon@AeraEnergy.com
P.O. Box 5639 • Santa Maria, CA 93456-5639

For more information about VTC Enterprises and its
services and small businesses, call 805/928-5000.

