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During my career, I learned that
keeping people and their homes
safe not only takes dedicated
firefighters, but funding to pay
for their salaries, equipment
and training. That’s why I’m
supporting Aera Energy’s East
Cat Canyon project. It will
generate millions of dollars a
year for local fire departments
and other vital public services.
Dennis Szczepanski
City of Santa Maria
Fire Department / Retired
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Aera Employees Volunteer To Teach
“Grossology” at YMCA Summer Camp
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From “Grossology”
to DINO-Mite at Y
Summer Camp

Benefits
for
Public
Safety
and
Schools

Kids at the Santa Maria
Valley YMCA’s summer
camp are going to have
so much fun they might not realize
they’re learning about science and the
environment at the very same time.

Most people get it that manufacturing and
Association, "Aera will become one of
construction jobs like those provided by
the highest property taxpayers in Santa
Aera Energy’s East Cat Canyon project
Barbara County. That's important for public
are good for the local economy. What is
safety and schools."
less widely understood is the related boost
in tax revenues and what these revenues
The additional tax revenues are now
mean for education and public safety
more important than ever in the wake of
budgets. When the dots are connected,
the recent devastating Thomas Fire and
Aera Energy's East Cat Canyon project
Montecito debris flow.
will generate millions of dollars in
new tax revenues for Santa Barbara
Schools and students will also benefit from
County. That’s according to a report by
the project’s tax revenues. “If Aera’s project
the University of California, Santa Barbara
is approved, it will help us to continue to
(UCSB) Economic
provide a quality
Forecast Project, which
education for our
measured the project’s
kids,” said Blochman
"Aera will become one
economic benefits.
Unified School
of the highest property

Principal Doug Brown.
taxpayers in Santa
Specifically, the UCSB
Barbara County. That's
report found that tax
In addition to paying
revenues are estimated
millions of dollars in
important for public
to be $2.5 million per
local property taxes,
safety and schools."
year during the early
the project will create
Neil Gowing, President
phase of the project.
hundreds of good jobs
Santa Barbara County
Those tax revenues
with good benefits
Deputy Sheriffs' Association
are projected to grow
in Santa Barbara
to between $5 and
County. Overall the
$8 million per year
UCSB Economic
throughout the project's mid-life. To
Forecast report concluded that Aera’s
put this in context, the amount paid by
project will generate more than $1 billion in
Santa Barbara County’s largest property
economic activity.
taxpayer in the 2016-2017 fiscal year was
$4 million.
“Our goal is not only to provide these
These taxes will be allocated to important
public services such as law enforcement,
firefighters and local schools. According
to Neil Gowing, President of the Santa
Barbara County Deputy Sheriffs'

important economic benefits,” said Aera's
Santa Barbara Representative Rick Rust.
“It is to provide the energy California
needs while protecting people and the
environment.”

Aera employees will be volunteering
at the summer camp to teach classes
entitled Grossology (chemistry), DINOMite (geology and physics) and Full
Steam Ahead (physics, architecture
and circuit boards).
“Our people are just as excited as the
kids about summer camp,” said Rick
Rust, Aera Energy’s Santa Barbara
Represenstative. “They’re going to show
them how science can be really fun.”
In addition to providing teachers, Aera
made a donation for Y scholarships for
kids who wouldn’t otherwise be able to
attend camp could have fun this summer..

Aera Donation Funds Y Summer
Camp Scholarships
“We are very grateful to Aera for
stepping up with volunteer teachers
and with a donation to the Y
Scholarships,” said Santa Maria Valley
YMCA’s Executive Director Shannon
Seifert. “These scholarships will give
kids a safe, fun place to spend the
summer with caring counselors who
serve as great role models.”

