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I’m impressed by Aera’s
commitment to protecting
the environment. I like
their respectful approach
and I’m confident they’ll

’’

be a good neighbor.
Angel Vasquez
Winemaker
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Aera will donate electric shuttle vans
to local charities to offset
greenhouse gas emissions.
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Minimizing
Greenhouse
Gas
Emissions
California law and
Santa Barbara County
CEQA Guidelines strictly
regulate greenhouse
gas emissions, which are associated
with climate change. Susan Perrell,
Aera’s East Cat Canyon Environmental
Advisor, said, “We will comply with all of
California’s laws and County Guidelines. In
addition, we have worked with the Santa
Barbara Air Pollution Control District, the
County Energy Division, the Cachuma
Resource Conservation District, and other
environmental leaders to create local
greenhouse gas offset projects that will
benefit our community.”
For example, we will utilize solar panels
on our buildings and over our parking area
to minimize greenhouse gas emissions.
Also, if the Project is approved, Aera will
purchase new, all-electric shuttle vans
for Santa Barbara non-profit organizations
such as Girls, Inc. of Carpenteria; the Girls
and Boys Club of Santa Maria; and the
YMCA of the Santa Maria Valley.
Shannon Seifert, CEO of the YMCA of the
Santa Maria Valley said, “The fact that Aera
is considering the donation of these electric
vans is both an amazing statement to
their commitment to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions as well as an educational
opportunity for our “Y” Kids on how to
proactively help the environment.”

CFO Sergio De Castro led Aera’s
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Maximizing Carbon
Capture
“Aera is excited about becoming an
early adopter of carbon farming on our
proposed 500+ acre Conservation Area,”
says Perrell.
Carbon farming is the term for agricultural
practices such as composting that capture
excess carbon from the atmosphere
and store it in the soil. These practices
improve soil health and restore balance
in the carbon cycle. According to a report
by the Cachuma Resource Conservation
District, carbon farming in Santa Barbara
could capture nearly 400,000 metric tons
of greenhouse gases per year. The report
states: “Ecosystem modeling has indicated
that a single quarter-inch application of
compost will continue sequestering carbon
for twenty-plus years.“
An added benefit of carbon farming is
that it will improve the soil’s ability to
hold more water, making ecosystems
more resilient to droughts and
flooding, according to a report by the
Community Environmental Council and the
Cachuma Resource Conservation District
with funding from the Santa Barbara
Foundation’s LEAF Initiative.

Aera employees last month joined
hundreds of volunteers who fanned
out across the Santa Maria area to
sell special copies of The Santa Maria
Times newspaper for $1 apiece. Each
purchase benefited the work of Mission
Hope’s Cancer Center at the Marian
Regional Medical Center in Santa
Maria. More than $200,000 was raised
for this state-of-the-art center that
provides oncology treatment, imaging,
research, education and outreach
services. Aera also contributed to this
wonderful event as a major sponsor.
Aera’s team was led by Sr. Vice
President and Chief Financial Officer
Sergio De Castro with Susan Perrell,
Michael Dixon, Cenk Temizel, Tak
Leung, Brad Freckleton, Plamen
Ganev, Megan Hillyer and Rick Rust,
who hawked the newspapers along
East Betteravia Road and Miller Street.
Clad in orange safety vests featuring
Aera’s logo, the team was sold out
of its 250 newspapers by 10am, and
raised more than $700 in donations
during its morning shift.
“I was so impressed by the warmhearted people we met that morning
who rolled down their car windows
to make a donation,” said Rick Rust,
Aera’s Project Manager in Santa
Barbara. “We’re fortunate to be part of
such a caring community.”

