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Aera’s Energy’s East Cat 
Canyon oil field project is one 
of those rare opportunities 
for people in the county, 
including the hardworking 
men and women who are 
members of our union.

Billy Mann, Treasurer
Service Employees 
International Union 
 (SEIU) Local 620

Aera Energy’sAera Energy’s

The Hancock Promise aims to help 
local kids pursue their dreams with  
a college education.



Getting a college education is an important 
gateway for success, but there are often many 
hurdles to achieve this goal, especially for 
students from economically disadvantaged 
families.

Faculty and staff at Allan Hancock College 
are systematically knocking down these barriers 
with the Hancock Promise program, which aims 
to make higher education an achievable option 
for many more students.

The Hancock Promise is one of the most 
innovative programs of its kind in the country. 
It is designed to help students overcome 
the barriers to accessible higher education 
while providing financial and student success 
support.  

“We are proud to partner with Hancock 
to help these wonderful kids find a way to 
pursue their dreams with a college education,” 
said Rick Rust, Aera Energy’s Santa Barbara 
representative.

“Aera really stepped up, and their contribution 
was key to our being able to launch this 
program,” said Dr. Kevin Walthers, Ph.D., 
Superintendent/President of Allan Hancock 
College. “But Aera is not only making a financial 
contribution, their people are personally 
engaged as volunteers in our early outreach 
program, Bulldog Bound. They’re showcasing 
exciting careers in geology, environmental 
restoration, and within the oil industry.”

For more information about the Hancock 
Promise, email promise@hancockcollege.edu 
or call 805 347-7550.

Laws and regulations protecting water resources
An extensive body of federal, state and local laws and regulations protect 
California’s surface and underground water supplies. These include the federal  
Safe Drinking Water Act, California Clean Water Act, plus local laws and 
regulations.  

Natural geologic barriers protect water resources  
at East Cat Canyon
For example, between the fresh water aquifer near the surface of the field and the 
much deeper oil production zone beneath the aquifers are many layers of sand, 
silt and clay which are nearly one-half mile thick. These soils form an impermeable 
barrier between the oil and the fresh water aquifer thousands of feet above it.

Safe oil production practices
Isolating oil wells from the shallow aquifers during drilling and oil production is 
critical to protecting groundwater. Strict government regulations and Aera’s  
best practices require protections such as installing redundant layers of steel 
and cement to encase our wells, regular well casing integrity tests, monitoring 
of injection rates and pressures, and regular inspections to ensure well integrity 
throughout the life of the well. 

Conserving fresh water supplies
Aera will not use fresh water for steam or oil production. Fresh water will only  
be used for dust control, plant irrigation and sanitation. To minimize fresh water  
use, we will incorporate water conservation practices such as drip irrigation and 
drought resistant planting.

For more details about how we will protect water resources, please request 
a copy of: “Protecting Water Resources at Aera’s East Cat Canyon Oil Field 
Redevelopment Project” by emailing us at info@AeraEastCanyon.com.

How to Reach Us
Please feel free to visit our website, give us a call, send an email or write. We want to answer 

your questions, and give you the information you want about our company and the project.

AeraEastCatCanyon.com 
805-361-8800   •   AeraEastCanyon@AeraEnergy.com 
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A Promise for Future 
Generations

Aera’s Rick Rust conducting  
early outreach for  
Bulldog Bound program

Aera’s goal is to produce the energy California needs 
while protecting the environment. In the case of water, 
here are four elements key to achieving this goal.

How Aera Protects
Water Resources


