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When I was a farmworker,
I didn’t have health insurance,
and my wages were pretty low.
That all changed with my job
driving trucks for the oil and
gas industry. I now have health
care for me and my family and
a wage that can support us.
These are the kinds of jobs that
Aera will bring to Santa Barbara.
Rafael Grimaldo
Truck Driver and Former
Farmworker, Santa Maria
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Learning skills and working safely at the Apprenticeship
Contest for Local 114 UA Plumbers, Pipefitters and Welders.
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Women Leaders Help Kids
Pursue Their Dreams

W

Aera Public Affairs Manager Cindy Pollard,
Santa Barbara Region Chamber of Commerce
Executive Vice Predident Stephanie Armstrong
and Aera Energy CEO Christina Sistrunk are
founding members of Women United.

Women business and community leaders are joining forces as
part of Women United to support United Way of Santa Barbara
County’s early education efforts that are so vitally important for
the future success of many local children.

Apprentice Plumbers/
Pipefitters Show Off
Their Skills
At the recent Tri-Counties Apprenticeship
Contest in Buellton, apprentices representing
the local chapter of the United Association of
Plumbers, Pipefitters and Welders had a chance
to showcase the valuable skills they have been
learning in preparation for future careers.
These talented women and men
participated in competitions throughout the
day, demonstrating a range of skills they will be
bringing to the job. The five-year apprenticeship
program offers a chance to build the expertise
and experience essential for rewarding careers in
the industry.
“We are proud of our apprentices,” said UA
Local 114 Business Manager Michael Lopez.
“They have been training hard not only to master
these job skills, but—just as importantly—
learning to work safely.” Winners of the

Women United is comprised of more than 70 women leaders whose mission is to
mobilize a women’s leadership network to strengthen the Santa Barbara community.
The group’s primary focus is fundraising, volunteerism and advocacy for United
Way’s early educational efforts, which include programs such as Kindergarten
Success Institutes and United for Literacy.
Aera Energy CEO Christina Sistrunk is a founding member of Women United. “We’re
proud to join Women United in laying the foundation so the boys and girls of Santa
Barbara can not only dream big,” Sistrunk said, “but make those dreams come true.”
For more information about Women United contact Melinda Cabrera, Director of
Strategic Partnerships at mcabrera@unitedwaysb.org.

“What makes Aera unique is that each and every day
we use innovation to push ourselves to meet and
exceed our already high safety and environmental
performance. Our employees, contractors and
neighbors have every right to expect us to be safe,
and it’s what we expect of ourselves.”
Aimee Blaine
Senior Vice President, Technical

How to Reach Us
Please feel free to visit our website, give us a call, send an email or write. We want to answer
your questions, and give you the information you want about our company and our project.
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competitions will represent their local at the state
apprentice contest coming up later this year.
Aera Energy was among the event’s
sponsors. “We are excited to support this year’s
Apprenticeship Contest,” said Aera Energy’s
Santa Barbara County representative Rick Rust.
“We look forward to encouraging many of these
talented young people to fill jobs helping to build
our proposed East Cat Canyon project.
“We also appreciate the time and attention
that UA Local 114 has given to working safely,”
Rust continued. “Safety is our primary focus at
Aera, and we have been very impressed with the
union’s safety training program.”
For more information about Local 114’s
apprenticeship program in plumbing, pipefitting
and welding, please contact Nickolas Harvey at
(805) 688-1470 or nharvey@ualocal114.org.

