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As a professional engineer I insist on
having all the facts before making a
decision. After reviewing the natural
geologic barriers that protect the field,
the strict laws with which Aera must
comply to protect water resources,
and Aera’s own best practices, I’m
confident that their East Cat Canyon
project can produce the energy,
jobs and economic benefits our
community needs while protecting
the environment and people.
Sam Angulo
Guadalupe Resident,
California State Licensed
Professional Engineer
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Aera Energy’s
East Cat Canyon Oil Field Project
CASA: Heroes for our kids

Strong Support for
Safe Drinking Water Act
Proposal

M

ore than 100 labor and community leaders, farmers, educators,
small business owners and citizens attended a public hearing
this month to support state agency findings for the Cat Canyon Oil
Field regarding compliance with the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.
The hearing was conducted by the California Department of Conservation, the
Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the State Water Resources Control Board
to present their reasons why the aquifer exemption associated with this field should be
expanded. This would ensure that continued oil production would protect groundwater
that may be suitable for drinking or agricultural use.

CASA: Taking
Care of Our Kids
Sometimes you just need someone
who has your back, especially if you are
five years old and have experienced
abuse or neglect. The special people
who step up and advocate for these
kids, whose ages range from 0 to 20
years old, are volunteers for Santa
Barbara’s Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA). It’s a tough but very
rewarding job.
Volunteers advocate for abused or
neglected children who are in the court
system and in the community.
“We believe every child deserves
a voice,” said CASA Santa Barbara
Executive Director Kim Colby Davis.
“When a child is removed from
their home due to abuse or neglect,
they enter a confusing world of court
proceedings and competing interests.”

Specifically, the scientific analysis concluded that the oil reservoirs, which are
more than one-half mile below the surface of the earth, are separated from the
shallow groundwater aquifers by thick impermeable geological barriers, including
silts and clays.
After considering public comments, the state will forward its conclusions to the United
States Environmental Protection Agency for a final decision on whether the proposed
Aquifer Exemption complies with the Safe Drinking Water Act.
Among those commenting were John Wickenden, whose family has owned a ranch
in Cat Canyon for 102 years. He said, “Water quality is very important to me and
my neighbors. However, we have co-existed with oil production in Cat Canyon
for years. Your research has shown that oil production can continue while at the
same time protecting our water.”
Michael Lopez, representing Local Union 114 Plumbers and Pipefitters, said: “We
value the jobs that will be created by this project, but we equally value protecting
the environment and human health. Your agencies have done a very thorough
scientific study of the geology of the field and found that it is suitable for
producing oil and protecting water.”

How to Reach Us
Please feel free to visit our website, give us a call, send an email or write.
We want to answer your questions, and give you the information
you want about our company and our project.

AeraEastCatCanyon.com
805-361-8800 • AeraEastCanyon@AeraEnergy.com
P.O. Box 5639 • Santa Maria, CA 93456-5639

A CASA volunteer gets to know
the child and the child’s situation. The
volunteer sees the child every week, and
regularly talks to the child’s teachers,
parents, other family members, social
workers, lawyer, and often therapists to
get a clear picture of what is going on—
and then the volunteer advocates for
that child’s best interests.
“CASA’s volunteers are champions
for kids here in Santa Barbara,” said
Rick Rust, Aera’s Santa Barbara
representative. “They work to help
these children do more than survive—
they help them thrive.”
Volunteers are urgently needed to
serve children in Lompoc and Santa
Maria. Training for new volunteers is
scheduled in July. If you’re interested,
please call: (805) 845-8364.

