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 I live next to Aera’s Ventura 
field, and I’ve been impressed 
with how open they are in 
communicating with their 
neighbors. They truly care 
about this community.  It’s 
nice to see a company that 
thinks about the folks who 
live here.

Anita Diaz 
Ventura Resident

Well count reduced 
by more than 36%
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Aera reduces East Cat Canyon
wells by more than 100



Raised in a family of oilfield workers, Mead became one of the first female 
roustabouts, or oilfield laborers. She didn’t join Aera until 2008, after she had 

raised her four children. Today, she works at the company’s San Ardo Field and 
is one of nineteen women at Aera who hold reliability specialist/production 
operator positions.

Mead is responsible for ensuring that treatment plant and water-disposal 
processes are safe and efficient.

“I keep an eye on the vessels that process oil at the plant, making sure all levels, 
pressures, temperatures, chemicals and equipment are performing optimally,”  
Mead said. “I’m proud we do this safely and in an environmentally sound manner.”

Mead has undergone extensive training for her job covering environmental and 
safety policies that involves endangered species and habitat protection, spill control 
and prevention, and much more.

 “The culture in the oilfield has been changing for thirty years,” Mead says. “At 
Aera, we often operate over and above what California regulations require us to 
do. I love working for a company that’s aligned with great safety, environmental and 
community values.”

fter listening to concerns 
expressed by some in

the Santa Barbara community 
about the total number 
of wells at our project, 
we asked our engineers 
to find an innovative way 
to pare down the well 
count while maintaining 
production goals. Aera’s 
engineering team rose to the 
challenge and developed 
a well configuration which 

allowed us to cut more than 100 wells from the original 
proposal—a 36% overall reduction.

Reducing the number of wells delivers some important 
environmental benefits, including: 

n Reduced air emissions 
n Reduced freshwater usage
n Minimized visual impacts
n Reduced wildlife habitat impacts, particularly for 

potential upland traverse habitat for the endangered 
California Tiger Salamander

Reducing well counts is just the latest of several actions 
taken by Aera to address community concerns. For 
example:

n Aera previously proposed the Oak Avoidance 
Alternative, which reduced impacts to oak trees, 
reduced grading and cut our project footprint by 45%. 

n Aera’s plan ensures that more than 94% of the project 
site will not be disturbed.

n Aera will dedicate 503 acres as a permanently 
protected Conservation Area for wildlife and 
woodland habitat 
preservation.

n Aera will use 
new compressed 
natural gas (CNG) 
engine-powered 
trucks that emit 
80% less smog-
forming emissions 
of nitrogen oxides 
than diesel  
trucks.

REDuCiNg wells while iNCREAsiNg Environmental Benefits

Wendy Mead

Keeping It Safe
Aera:

Producing the oil California needs 
while protecting people and the 
environment. it is how we do 
business at Aera. And it’s people 
like wendy Mead who carry out 
this mission every day.

“ I’m not surprised that Aera 
is addressing community 
concerns by cutting the 
number of wells. Aera has  
been a good neighbor and 
good listener for many  
years, and they’ve 
always responded to the 
neighborhood’s needs.”
      Cat Canyon rancher   

Rebecca Gowing

AAcres Graded

Grading footprint 
decreased by 55%
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