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Aera Energy has reduced 
air emissions by more 
than 50% since 2000

As a small business owner, I’m 
sure Aera’s project will be a big 
help. But I’m also concerned 
about the environment. After 
touring the project site and 
learning about the strict 
regulations they must follow, 
I’m confident that Aera will 
protect our air, water, wildlife 
and other resources.

Jorge Chavez 
Owner, La Tradicional  
Ice Cream Shops
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Innovations cut air emissions

“Our company has reduced its air emissions by more than 
one-half since 2000,” said Peter Ashton, Aera’s Interim Vice-
President for Environment, Health and Safety.

This important milestone is thanks in large part to California’s 
stringent environmental laws, coupled with  Aera’s 
commitment to meet or exceed them. 

One example of the dedication it takes to achieve such 
dramatic emission reductions is how, in 2018 alone, Aera 
conducted nearly 3 million component inspections for air-
emission compliance, as required by the Clean Air Act.

And Aera is pursuing other innovative ways to cut emissions. 
The company’s proposed Belridge Solar project, for example, 
will represent the emissions reduction equivalent of taking 
80,000 cars off the road. 

East Cat Canyon

The same diligence it takes to protect air quality while 
producing the energy California needs will be applied at 
Aera’s East Cat Canyon Project. After a comprehensive 
analysis, the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control 
District concluded this project will not cause ambient air 
quality standards to be exceeded.  

Natural gas engines

Another example of how Aera is protecting air quality is 
that its East Cat Canyon tanker truck fleet will be powered 
by compressed natural gas (CNG) engines, which produce 
nearly 80% less smog-forming emissions than diesel trucks.

Aera’s Air Emissions 
Drop more than  
One-Half since 2000

Environmental compliance 
expert Perry Harrison

Producing the oil California needs while protecting people 
and the environment. It’s how we do business at Aera. And 
it’s people like Perry Harrison who carry out this mission 
every day.

Thanks to environmental compliance expert Perry Harrison, 
Aera earns high marks for air-quality compliance.

After attending college, Harrison began working first as a 
roustabout and then as a plant operator before transferring into 
air compliance. 

“My job is to validate that we’re doing what we say we’re 
doing,” he said. That includes leading annual internal audits to 
ensure compliance.

Harrison works closely with “opsAir,” the environmental 
software he helped implement at Aera. “The software helps 
track our operating permits on Title V and greenhouse-gas 
emission calculations for federal and state requirements, and 
for local air quality control boards,” he said.

Once Aera completes its compliance reporting for greenhouse 
gas emissions, it goes through a third-party verification as part 
of a state requirement. “It’s always rewarding to get the results 
back with high marks for compliance,” Harrison said.

More recently, Harrison has assumed a larger leadership role 
as a go-to person in addressing Title V and greenhouse gas 
regulations, especially for field operations. 

“I’m proud to be a part of this organization and this team,” 
added Harrison. “If I can learn something new every day, I 
consider that a success.”
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