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Santa Maria’s 
Special Olympians

 Aera’s East Cat Canyon 
project will generate millions 
of dollars in tax revenues that 
can help improve public 
services for all Santa 
Barbarans. I support Aera’s 
project because it will support 
the safety and security of our 
county and its families.

Officer Rafael Torres 
Santa Maria Police Department
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You’ve probably seen news 
coverage of the Special 
Olympics with athletes 
running the 100-yard 
dash, shot-putting, and 
competing in swimming 
events. But it turns out 
there’s so much more to Special Olympics.

Take Santa Maria resident Taylor Stewart, who is a Global 
Messenger for the organization’s Athlete Leadership Program. 
She speaks at high schools, other service organizations and 
events delivering the message that people with intellectual 
disabilities—like her—need to be included and accepted.

The City of Santa Maria sponsors the area’s Special 
Olympics program by donating staff time, facilities, and other 
support for the more than 300 local athletes. The sports and 
other community programs are free for anyone age eight years 
or up who has an intellectual disability.  

Special Olympics is just starting its spring season which 
includes track and field, basketball, bocce ball and flag football 
contests. More than 150 volunteers serve as coaches, trainers, 
event organizers…you name it.

“Special Olympics is all about building community and 
inclusion,” said Aera Energy’s Santa Barbara representative 
Rick Rust. “I’m particularly impressed with how Special 
Olympics gets out into the community with school rallies 
that model how to treat and support people with intellectual 
disabilities.”

If you would like to join Special Olympics Santa Maria 
programs or volunteer, contact Dante Gamble at  
dgamble@sosc.org. To support the program with a donation 
contact Special Olympics Area Manager, Rudy Gutierrez at 
rgutierrez@sosc.org.

 

special Olympics… It’s 
More than track  
and Field

Aera Energy participated with an estimated 4,000 people in the 
third annual Women’s March Kern County. As one of dozens 
of speakers at the daylong event, Aera’s Cindy Pollard shared 
with attendees that her employer is a company enriched by the 
diversity shared by many Californians.  

“We are more alike than different from those who may have 
opposing views,” said Pollard, Aera’s director of public affairs. 
“We are women and men. We are people of color. We are gay 
and transgender. We are veterans, single parents, grandparents. 
We are people who were once in need of a second chance. We 
are immigrants. And we all want clean air and water.”

The Women’s March not only offered the opportunity to 
empower women and celebrate diversity but to bridge differences 
by communicating the similar values that drive energy providers 
such as Aera.

“Reaching out, explaining our values and objectives, 
respecting and collaborating with those who think differently—
these are critically important as we look for solutions to achieve 
California’s aggressive climate goals,” Pollard added.

Aera's Cindy Pollard speaking at Women's March

Aera shares Common 
Ground at women’s 
March  |  Empowering women and 
celebrating diversity
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